White Paper: Anti-Microbial Claims
In response to the COVID-19 virus pandemic, an unprecedented number of consumer
goods are now being sold as antimicrobial or antimicrobial treated. It can be confusing
to understand the difference between antibacterial, antiviral, antifungal, and
antimicrobial and these words may give a false sense of security.
The EPA classifies all anti-microbials, anti-biotics, and disinfectants as pesticides.
These substances or mixtures of substances are used to destroy or suppress the
growth of harmful microorganisms such as bacteria, viruses, or fungi on inanimate
objects and surfaces. To learn more, click here for the EPA weblink.
There are a number of test methods available to evaluate the effectiveness of the
suppression of bacteria and other microbes depending upon product type and end use.
NALFA membership recognizes that the ISO 22196 test method is the most applicable
method for testing antibacterial treated laminate flooring. This test method was chosen
because it evaluates surface properties that impact the interior environment. It is
important to note that this test method tests only the antibacterial efficacy against 2
bacteria: Staphylococcus Aureus and E-Coli, and that no conclusion can be made for
other bacteria and virus. To date, there is not a recognized test method that tests an
installed floor; ISO 22196 is performed on a small surface area for a single, uninstalled
laminate plank.
If a floor product includes an antimicrobial claim, the additives that the manufacturer
may include in its product would only protect the product from microbial growth during
manufacture, transport and potentially during shelf life. Once the floor is installed, it
must be routinely cleaned to maintain the antimicrobial efficacy. Soil accumulation on
the surface of the flooring seals the antimicrobial under a film of dirt, making it
ineffective. Refer to your manufacturer’s guidelines for specifics on cleaning and care
instructions.
Should you decide to purchase a laminate floor treated with an antimicrobial or not,
nothing replaces routine cleaning.
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LEGAL DISCLAIMER: Access to, and use of, NALFA’s “White Paper: Anti-Microbial Claims”
(hereinafter “White Paper”) constitutes acceptance of the following general terms and conditions.
Neither NALFA nor any other party/member involved in creating, producing or
delivering the white paper shall be liable for any improper or incorrect use of the
information described and/or contained herein and assumes no responsibility for
anyone's use of the information as well as any resulting direct, incidental,
consequential, indirect, or punitive damages arising out of any party’s access to, or
use of the White Paper. NALFA does not guarantee the accuracy of information
provided by external sources contained herein and accepts no responsibility or
liability for any consequences arising from the use of such data. Although the
data/information contained herein has been produced and processed from sources
believed to be reliable, no warranty expressed or implied is made regarding
accuracy, adequacy, completeness, legality, reliability, or usefulness of any
information. Any Party that elects to use, reference, or rely on the information
contained herein represents they do so according to their own individual business
judgment exercising all appropriate care and individual analysis.
Though NALFA uses the best technical standards/testing/analysis in the production
of the White Paper, material therein may inadvertently include technical inaccuracies
or other errors. NALFA welcomes comments on the document.
NALFA may change material on the site without prior notice.
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